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Nicola Purkis will be teaching Science this year and will be starting 
with a topic about ‘The Human Body’. Each topic will last for a 
term.  

 

We will be learning about the functions of different organs and 
how they support our body as well as how to stay healthy and 
look after our body. We will also be completing some fun (and a 
little gruesome) experiments. 

We hope that you have been able to have a relaxing summer and been able to enjoy 
some of the nice weather we’ve had, as well as avoid getting washed away by the 
rain! It has been fantastic to see all the pupils returning to school today and sharing 
their news. We can’t wait to get started on the new academic year.  
 
This half-term, we are looking forward to being part of the Towards Independence 
Department and undertaking a new, exciting curriculum. We will be sending our further 
information on this shortly. 
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate 
to contact us via the school office or email 
emily.thompson@saxonhill.shaw-
education.org.uk.  
 
We will be trying to minimise the transfer of 
equipment from home to school and back 
again so the home school diaries will be used 
for important messages only. We will ensure 
that we upload lots of photos onto the 
Evidence for Learning app so that you can see 
what your child has been learning each week.  



 

In our English 
lessons this half term, we will be writing 
an autobiography.   

This will link with our topic about 
‘Personal Development’. We will be 
learning lots of key skills such as first 
person, tenses and chronological order. 
We will be able to use this learning to 
start gaining credits for our OCN 
qualifications.  

 

In Maths this half term, 
we will be looking at number systems, addition 
and subtraction. We will recap what we know 
about place value and start to build on this 
understanding of number to solve a range of 
problems and real life scenarios.  

We will also be able to use this learning to 
start gaining credits for our OCN 
qualifications.  

 
In the Towards Independence Department, topics will work a bit differently this year. We will 
have a topic lasting for a term. These will include ‘Personal Development’, ‘Community 
Inclusion’ and ‘World of Work’.  We will link a lot of our learning around these topics in school 
as well as out in the community,  

Additionally, pupils will continue with or start some OCN accreditations in Skills for Living and 
Work or English and Maths. We will send out some information towards October half-term 
regarding what your child will be working towards.  

Wendy Arnfield will also be working with pupils out in the community and in school focusing 
on key skills for life after Saxon Hill. Initially, pupils in Year 13 and 14 will be prioritised but all 
pupils will be included in different events such as supporting the foodbank, coordinating 
coffee afternoons for ex-pupils and supporting charities alongside the Rotary Club.  

 

 

Please be aware that the weather can be very unpredictable at this time of 
year and ensure your child has a coat or extra layers when in school.  

We try to continue taking pupils outside for play at break and lunch time, 
weather permitting.  

We will have the use of the Rebound room for half a Thursday 
morning. Your child will be on a rota so only a small group are in the 
rebound room at a time.  

PE is second session on a Monday afternoon and will be taught by 
Charlie from Burton Albion.  

We are looking to commence hydrotherapy again this half term on a Wednesday afternoon 
for pupils who would benefit. We will let you know when this is due to start.  
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